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Ny ing the day appointed, for the meeting 
of the Evy angelical Lutheran General Synod, the 
Clergy and- the Lay-del s assembled in the 
theran Church at 40 o'clock A. M: 

The Rev. Dr. Lochma | 


performed the ser- 
vice in the morning in 


in Getman language. 
The Rev. J. G. Schmuck& officiated in the af- 


ternoon in German, and Dr. Endress in the eve- 
ning in the English language. Divine service 
was conducted in the German Reformed Church, 
in the forencon, by the Rev. G. Shobex. 


October 22, 9 o'clock. 


The Clergy and Iay-delegates met. The 
Rey. G. Shober was called to the chair, and in- 
tfroduced the business of the day, with. a fervent 
prayer. Upon an examination of the certificates, 
and minutes of the several Synods it appeared, 


that the following gentlemen were duly autheri- 
zed, to it as members of the Synod : 


od of Pennsyloana, 


rom the Sy 
Rey. J. G. Schmucker. 
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From the Synod of North ket « . = 1 
The Rey. G. Shober RT hy ' 
$—— | _ OP P. Scherer. be | I RE Mt 
From the Synod of Maryland and Pirginia 
'The Rev. D. F. Schreffer, A. M. 
aſt1 * John Ebert Eq. 
'On account of the prevailing epidemic, and- an 
error in the advertisement of the newspapers con- 
. cerning the time of meeting, there were absent, 


| four deputies elected by the Synod of Pennsyl- 

| vania, two by the Synod of North Carolina, and 

: two by the 'Synod &f Maryland and bob, 17-6 
From the Sable ofgNewyork & Ohio no depu: * | 
| ties attended. A quorum however was present, 
| 
; 


It was moved and seconded, that the following 
be . adopted as a rule of this Synod: No 
person $hall be considered as elected to any of- 

fice in this Synod, who has not received a mayor- 
] ity of the votes of the attending members.” 


Resolved, that this Synod do now proceed to 
the election of a President & Secretary. "The 
ballots being counted, it appeared that the Rev. 


Dr. ZLochman, was duly elected President, and 
David F. Schoffer Secretary. 


The Minutes of the convention; assembled at 
| ; Hagerstown Oct. 1820, for the purpose of form- 
| ing A constitution for.a general Synod, were read. 


Regolred, 'That, committees be a pointed, to ex- 
amine the proceedings of the severa] Sy- 
nods and report thereon. The President 
accordingly woo the Rev. G. Shober 

& OC. Barnitz Ksc to examine those of 
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4 of North Carolina & the Rev. Dr. 
l. $q. those of the 
aryland & Virg inia. 
present state ” our church 
' requiring, it, a; an a rok be. appointed to 
cOmpose an aro catechism, and to of- 
fer it to the consideration of the next ge- 
ner:] Synod. 
'The Rev. Messrs, Endress, Schmucker, Sho- 
ber, Lochman and Scheffer, were accordingly 
appointed. 
Prayers by the President. 
Adjourned to 3 o'elock P M. 


7m NS. 


3 o'clock, LP. NM. 
Prayers by the President. 


Resolved, that it be recommended to the seve- 
ral Synods, . in which the orders of dea- 
cons, & candidates with power to admini- 
ster the Sacraments,exist, not to retain said 
orders any longer than the exigency of 
the times may require. 


The Rev. Riemenschneider from Virginia ap- 
peared, and stated, that he considered himself ag- 
grieved, by certain resolutions passed by the Sy- 
nod of Maryland & Virginia, . tonching, a differ- 
ence between himself and the Rev. Meyerheffer, 
and laid on the table certain documents in his 
own defence. 


Resolved, that, the Rev. Messrs. Schmucker, 
Shober, Scherer, & Messrs. Barnitz and 
_ Sherrets, be a committee to invest) ate the 
nature of the grievance, & to report there- 

' on to this Synod. 


'The report of the committee, appointed to form 
a plan for a theological seminary was read, and 
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Prayers by the Rey. - Schmucker.. _ _- 


,F 


Adjourned until to' motrow 9 o'elock A. M. 


This evening the” Rev. Mr. Shober delivered 
a discourse in the English language. 
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October 23, 9 oeldok A. M. 


'The Synod met according to adjournment, & 
was opened with prayer by the President. 


The committee appointed to examine the Pro- 
ceedings of the Synod of Pennsylvania reported, 
that at the sessions-of said Synod, which com- 
meneced on the 418th of -July last & closed on the 
24st, there were present 24 Pastors, 42 Deacons, 
12 Candidates, & 25 Lay-delegates. 'That the mi- 
nistry of that body raw i of 85 members. "That 
the Ministers present baptized in the year preced- 
ingthe $ession, 5268 children, confirmed 203 per- 
Sons, administered the Lord's Supper to 26,860, 
buried 41625, and had under their care 295 
schools. "The committee expressed much regret, 
that many of the absent Ministers of the said Sy- 


nod, neglected to furnish their | Secretary. with 


the. parochial reports from their respective eon- 
gregations, as, from certain data, the committee 
infers, that at teasi-+500 persons were confirmed 
in the congregations undeF the” care of the $a 

Synod. - "as: 


The - committee appointed to examine thepro- 
W Virginia 


= 


tember. 4824 ; 
usters and 18 Lay- 


7 


. Ministers baptized during the. preceding year 
1719 children, conflrmed 580 persons, admini- 
tered the Lord's supper to 5468, buried 309, & 
had under their care 40 schools. 


The Committee further re ried: That the 
utmost harmony prevailed at the ses8ions of the 
said Synod, od that they have satisfactory evi. 
dence, "that the great s chophord of souls miles up- 


on, and So his blessings to that part of our 
church. A 


'The Rev. Ms: Shober and Scherer gave 
. a Suceinct account of the. proceedings of the 
Synod of North . Carolina, «tating that_they had 
hoped to furnish each member. -of this nod: 
with a eopy of their minutes, but that the Printer 
had disappointed them. 


Resotred, that as 80on as the. Secretary is farnish- 
el with a printed copy of the minutes of the Synod 
of North Carolina, it sball be his duty, to-add an 
epitome thereof, to the minutes of this __ 


(See appendix. ) 


After s0me conyersation and dnlideration upoir 
the state of our church, in the more remote parts; 
pot United States, it was stated,. that some 

er 
out the consent of their ministerium.; and the 
Question was laid hefors-the Synod : ?*W hether, 
in the present state of our SID. an ordination 
performed by individual Preachers without Per= 
mis8ion. granted by. their Minjsterium,” ought to 
be acknowledged as authorizee in. onr -connec- 
tion. © 'To this Question the Synod, on due deli- 


beration, answered unanin ously in ths Nucx- 
TIVE.. Hes act eg ns 
— ans the 
tion of this Syno1 


men had undertaken to ordain others; with. 


8 


they had attended to the duty assigned them, & 
upon mature reflection, offered the following re- 
. solution, for adoption by the Synod, viz. 


Resolved, That, as the Rev. Riemenschneider 
produced new testimony on his Ws; 
which was not before the Synod of Mary 
2924 land & Virginia, and, as he could got 
meet the said Synod, according to the ad- 
. vice given him by the Synod of Penn- 
sylvania, his case be again referred to the 
consideration of the said Synod of Mary- 
land & Virginia with the advice of this Sy- 
nod, that the Synod of Maryland & Vir- 
ginia Teconsider this affair in the- pre- 


sence of both the parties. Adopted. 


Resolved, that a committee-be appointed to com- 

pose, according to its best judgement, a 

” pastoral letter, and to issue it, as early as 

possible, to all our congregations. in the 

United States, in the name of the General 
Synod. 


The Rev. Messrs. Lochman, Schmucker, 
Endress & Schzffer were duly elected, as mem- 
bers of said committee. 


Resolved, that, 500 copies of the Pastoral letter 


be printed in the English, and an equal 
number in the German language. 


£ Resolved, that 300 copies of the minutes of this 
+  , Synodbe printed in the German, and 200 
in the English language. | 


Resolved, that the expenses of printing, be ap- 


Portioned among the different Synods, ac- 


_ cording to the number of Ministers in 

|. each of them.  — 1 

olved, that it 1s expedi ent, to elect a treasu- 
rer for this Synod, with full power, to 
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art, 
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\ receive aHl- donations. and contributions, 
which maybe made, for the benefit of our 
church in-the United States.” 


Charles A. Barnitz Esq. of York in TOY 

vania, was unanimously elected, 
\ 

A letter from the Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer 
was read ; the'Synod was highly gratified - with 
it, and regreited that circumstances prevented 
him from attending this Synod. His views, as 
regards the establisghment- of a theological SeMI- 
nary; almost throughout coincided ' with those of 
the committee, appointed to-form- a plan for the 
41d seminary. 


'The report of the said committee was now dis- 
cussed, and finally adopted, nem. con. viz. 


1. 'FThat the committee could not conceive of a 
plan, for the establisghment of a Theological Se- 
minary, by which the object of such an institu- 
tion could fully be obtained, 'and which "would 
not at the same time, require a much greater ex- 
ertion, than the present wants appear to justify, 


2. 'That, for the reason already ﬆtated, and 
on" account of the present pressure of the times 
it 1s the deliberate opinion of the committee,'th kat 
the establischment of a Theological” seminary 
may yery justly be defefred, for several years. 


3. But, the committee is of 0 inion, that, after 
_ a lapse of several years, the esta 
a LOBOTY. wRE not nr: be mars but with 


4. It is further the opinion of the committee, 


Hiat seasonable preparations should-be commen.- 
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F] 4 4.) That it be made the duty of every Minister 

E in our connection, to prepare the minds of the 
members of his congregation, upon this sub- 
Jeet. | 


2.) 'That arrangements ought to be made 'at an_ 
early day, for the establishment of a well se- - 
lected and extensive Library, for the use of 
the ormons intended to be establiched. 


3.) That, in order to effect this, various public 
Theological libraries upon a «mall scale ought 
to be x. rerh-wo in different places, under the 
jurisQetion of this Synod, which, in the mean 
time, could be used by Ministers and Students, 
and "ultimately incorporated into a general li- 


brary. 
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5. 'That it be cocommented to the several Sy- 
nods, to-admit for the present, no-young man, to 
the study of 'Theology, before he has obtained a 
diploma, or some similar testimonial, from a pub- 
lic--mstitutien, - wherein the usual bragekes: of 
Science are tanght ; or before he has been exam- 
ined in such branches, & fonnd sufficiently qual- 
ified, by a committee appointed for the parpose. 
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6. That it be recommended to the several Sy- 
nods in our conneetion, to nominate, as teachers 
| | of certain special branches of Theology, particu- 
|; 7 lar s, and to recommend to them certain 

W. and Suitable Text-books and systenis* of each 
= $0 brooue students may obtain instruc- 
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 in-the-jmportant -provitce- of -edv 
men n or the mntry, 


1 Th : report of of the commillee appointed to form 
being adeonh, 8 


op 


11 


| and. that it he referred to the s6me epuibutites, 
to make report at the next PROe of the gone. * 
ral synod. 


Res6Ived, that it be earnestly. recommended to A tt 
the several Synods, to send in the mean | | 
y , © time, ane or more missionaries tosuch parts 
F 
| of the country, as in their opinion may 
stand most in need of them. ' 


+ 3 Prayers by Mr. Shober. 
Adjourned to 3 o'clock P. M. 


3 o'clock. Þ, M. 
Prayers by the President. 


A letter from the Rev. Mr. Stauch of Ohio 
was read. 


Resolved, that the Rev, Mr. Schmucker Wane 
the $a1d letter, 


Resolved, that . as many copies of the Pastoral 
letter, and of these minutes, be sent to the 
Synod of Ohio, as there are ministers in 
connection with said. Synod. 


: 


-All the business, with which the S: ynod PF 
engage, being now accomplished, the tinie and 
place of the next meeting of the general A_s 
was determined by ballot viz. 


= 


On the 8d Sunday of. October A. D. 1823 at 
Fredericktown Maryland: 


Aﬀer singing a hymn, the Ministers 'n 
Lay-delegates present, on bended Knees, united ; 
with the Rey. President in closing the $ession _ 

with a most fervent and pathetic | prayer. 


The greatest cordiality , and uninterupteb ," 
Jormony's on onhgeut the $e8810NS. . a 


s. 


" Panigeenl 
ted States, hell 
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Extrnct trox the Mi nutes of the Synod 0 North 
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From the minutes of the Synod of North Carolina;* 3 it- V4 
appears, that said Synod met on the 47th of June 290005 
-at Lang? Chur« P 
9 Lay-delegates. The Minis 7 present Had. be 
during; the preceding year 378 children, 4 I 
bu 


08. The number -of -commin 


tice from the Episcopal chureh 7 
4, with a view to eonfer on some plan, by w 
ting might be maintained hetween 
The Synod :appointed a com - 
mittee to vat, with them. OY. POOLE 


"The result of: the conference was; that any Mimsfer., 
in, connection with the synod, Shall” been itle&to a neat 
2 in the: I pa. convention of North Uh 
| privilege © ng upon all Subjects, 
tain to the Kpisedpab chure 


